
GREETINGS OF THE SEASON! 

January 2006 

  

My apologies that this letter is reaching you several weeks later than usual.  The reasons 

will become apparent as you read. 

2005 was an exceptionally busy year for the Ojima Group!  First and foremost, of course, 

was the “Stony Brook Symposium on New Horizons in Organic Chemistry”, in honor of Professor 

Ojima’s 60
th

 Birthday.  Those of you who attended know how truly memorable it was, and those of 

you who were not able to come are cordially invited to share the experience vicariously by visiting 

the websites (which are interlinked) where you will find not only programs and abstracts, but also a 

plethora of photos of the Symposium, the Banquet, and the Reunion Dinner. 

Although planning and organizing that event and all the related activities took a great deal of time 

and energy, the normal group activities continued as usual.  In fact, 2005 saw a “bumper crop” of new 

Ph.D.s, with Larisa Kuznetsova, Wen-Hua Chiou, Raphael Geney, and Antonella Pepe all successfully 

defending over the summer, and Bruno Chapsal completing his requirements in December.  Wen and 

Bruno are currently staying on as Postodoctoral Fellows with Professor Ojima, and Raphael is continuing 

to work with Professor Simmerling here at Stony Brook.  Larisa and Antonella have moved on to postdoc 

positions, Larisa at the University of Arizona and Antonella with Professor Georg at Kansas.  Also 

leaving the Ojima Laboratory after the Symposium was Dr. Claude Commandeur, who won a prestigious 

two year grant to do his original research project at the European Institute of Chemistry and Biology in 

Bordeaux. 

Although these departures have reduced the Ojima Group to a smaller size than usual, the lab was 

fairly bustling with activity previously.  In January we welcomed Erica Ravin back, this time as an 

undergraduate researcher, and also added a new graduate student, Manisha Das.  In May we were joined 

by a second new graduate student, Stephen Chatterpaul, as well as an undergraduate from Hartwick 

College, Adam Wood, who was mentored by Dr. Seung-Yub Lee.  Finally, three high-school students 

arrived to do summer research.  Christine Yang, Gabriela Jara, and Nora Micheva, who returned after 

having worked in the lab the previous summer, were a bright and enthusiastic addition, and have already 

distinguished themselves by, collectively, becoming Siemens-Westinghouse semi-finalists (2), one S-W 

finalist, and, again, two INTEL semifinalists (finalists have not yet been announced).  Quite an impressive 

showing! 

In the extended Ojima Group family, there have been numerous additions. After earning his Ph.D. 

in August, Raphael and wife, Julie, welcomed their son Hugo on October 17th.  Among others who had 

new additions to their families were Michael and Jennifer Miller, Songnian and Aiqong Lin, Subrata and 

Supriya Chakravarty, Scott Kuduk and his wife, and Bob Donovan and his wife.  If I have missed any 

others, my apologies, but all of you are welcome to send announcements and photos for the Alumni 

website, and I urge you to do so. .  In addition, on December 15
th
, Jacqueline Kampf’s daughter presented 

her with her first grandchild, Caden Jack Healy.  Those of you who remember Jackie may send your 

congratulations to her at: jkampf@notes.cc.sunysb.edu.  And that makes a nice segue into my own 

announcement.  We spent the last couple of weeks of 2005 visiting with our younger son and daughter-in 

law in Orlando and attending the birth of our first grandson, Mattingly Michael Marinaccio, born on 
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December 27
th
!  My absence from the lab for this period was, of course, the major reason why I could not 

complete this message at the usual time.  I hope that the “excuse” is sufficient! 

Meanwhile, Professor Ojima was keeping up his usual hectic pace, with research, teaching, 

publications, and travel, as well as continuing the organizing and direction of the ICB&DD.  In addition 

to trips to San Diego and Washington, DC for the ACS Meetings, he was traveling almost constantly from 

July through the end of the year, except for August and September, when preparations for the Symposium 

were at their height.  Back-to-back trips to Italy and Japan occupied the period from October 12
th
 through 

November 13
th
, and the Ojimas finished the year with a 9-day trip to the Pacifichem Conference in 

Hawaii in December. 

As usual, I have attached the most current version of the Ojima Group List.  My sincere thanks to 

those of you who have kept in touch, with notes, emails, and phone calls and have notified me of changes 

in your contact information.  I have tried to incorporate those changes, but I am fallible and the task 

becomes more difficult as the group continues to grow.  Please look at your own listing in the Ojima 

Group List, and let me know if there are any mistakes and/or omissions.  Also, if you are in touch with 

any other alumni whose contact information is incorrect or missing, please either send their information to 

me or pass this message on to them with the request that they contact me directly.  Finally, I can’t 

possibly cover all the doings of this group in a page or two, so don’t forget to check the website 

occasionally to see what’s new in the laboratory and with Ojima Alumni, and make sure that you send 

your own news to us so it can be included as well.  Although the Ojima Group is widely scattered around 

the world, most of us seem to enjoy the opportunity to learn what other members of this “extended 

family” are doing and to share our own news with former classmates and colleagues.  We hope that you 

will continue to take an interest and participate. 

  

Professor Ojima and all the current members of the Ojima Laboratory and the ICB&DD join me 

in wishing all of you a New Year filled with joy, peace, health, prosperity and the opportunity to make 

meaningful contributions to the Earth and all its creatures. 

  

  

Best Wishes to All 

& 



Prayers for Peace 

on Earth in 2006! 

  

Warm Regards, 

Pat 
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